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Upcoming Events Boost Support for Local Business

Spring is & busy time at the Chamber, which translates into two mare great opportuntiesto promote and growe
your business.

Thursday, March 18th is the third annual Mini Business Expo at Business After Hours This year's event is
sponsared by the Highland County Family YMCA, Heartland of Hillkboro and Higgine Construction &
Supply Company.

The Mini Business Expo offers your business or organization an opportunity to promote your goods and ser-
wices to your fellow Chamber members - all as a part of the Chamber's "Buy & Do Business Locally” cam-
paign. This year's event will also be promoted to the general public, inviting them to come and see what

Charmber members can do for them.

Together, the Mini Trade Expo and Business After Hours can help you "get the word" to a great audience.
See the flyer inside this newsletter for specfic details on becaming a part of this event.

Wyiednesday, April 14th is the Chamber Annual Dinner at the Southern State Community College Fatriot
Center in Hillsboro, sponsored by National Bank & Trust and South Central Power Company. This event is
the largest of each year, bringing 200+ Chamber members and guests together for the husiness meeting,
networking, great food and entertainment.

Wiie will build on the success of last year's event by again having the "Taste of Highland Courty”, a sampling
of simply divine cuisine from the county's best caterers - All Seasons Catering, Farmhouse Catering, Holit-
field Station, Howell Delicious Catering, KFC Caters!, K atie's Confections, Ponderosa Catering and
Shoelaces Catering. Table Sponsors are invited to promaote their business / organization with displays and
giveawsays. Mationally touring comedian and local businessman, Drewe Hastings, will return with some fresh
ohservations and entertainment.

The Annual Dinner is animportant fundraiser forthe Chamber. Planto be a part of t, promote your business
and have a great time. Watch your mail and emails for invitations and ather important information.

- Katy Farber
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WVNU - 97.5FM
Hosts Business After Hours

Grant Writing Workshop
To Assist Non-Profits

In an effort to assist area non-profit organizations in ac-
cessing important grant opportunities the Chamber is
sponsong a Grant Writing Wvorkshop, Maonday, March
18th, 10:005.m—12:00 noon at the Hi Tec Center, 15745
M. High Street in Hillshoro. In partnership with the Clin-
ton County Foundation and presented by Becky Neshitt,
Extension Specialist, Philanthropy, at the OSU South
Centers, thisworkshop will cover:;
»  How to be a successful grant writer.
= What funders like to fund.
= How to apply program planning to grant writing.
» The care elements of a grant proposal.
=  How to write a problem statement, objectives
and methods.
= Ways to utilize soft and hard data to support
yaur proposal.

For more information or to register for this free seminar
callthe Chamber at 393-1111.

Thanks to WWHU 97 FM for hosting a successful
February Busness After Hours Pictured are
WWNU oweners Elaine and Pat Hays along with
prize winners Lari Tompkins,, Judith Roush As-
sociates and Dan Cowdrey, Highland County

E conomic Development.

March Seminar Schedule for Business Development

The Wilmington Business Resource Center, 61 E Main Street in wWilmington, telephone (937 468-2058 is offering the
following prograrms in February and eady March:

Break - Even Analysis - Wednesday, March 3, 2010 -Wilmington, 1-3p.m.
These are difficult times and i is essential all business operators knowe the sales level required for their companies to
hreak even. This sassion will also focus onthe important tools required to properly manage cash flows There will also be
a discussion of grategies for hreak even point reduction and ways to improve cash floves. Padicipants will be encouraged
to share creative technigues that have heen effective in their own businessas

Reqistration Process for Selling to the Govemment - Wednesday, March 10, 2010 - Wilmington, 1-3p.m

This session will show attendees what information must he provided to government huyers and how to present that
information in warious formats such as on paper and on the internet. Find out what a Capability Statemert is and
hiow it i5 Used. Review the lates internet toals available to register your business to =2l to the gowernment. This
session is the second of threein a series pertaining to gov ernment contracting opportunities. PTAGC

Business Start-up Seminar - Wednesday, March 17, 2010 - Wilmington, 1-3p.m.

Starting a business can be confusing and overshelming. This session will walk attendees through the considera-
tions and steps required to move fomeard swith a business idea. Marmy resources will be presented to help potertial
entrepreneurs get garted down the right path. Legal requirements, protection of intellectual property aswell as good
husiness planning will be discussed, TA

How to Wite a Business Plan - Wednesday, March 24, 2010 - Wilmington, 1-3p.m
Business plans are essential to the success of most husinesses They are also needed if you plan to request financ-

ing for your business This course will take vou through the basic steps and provide an odtline of a general business
plan. TA

HC Manufacturing Council
Meets Wednesday, March 3rd

The Highland County Manufacturing Cauncil will meet on

HEFC Safety Council
March 3rd Meeting

The HFC Safety Council will meet an Wednesday,

Wednesday, March 3rd {please nate change of date) at the Hi
Tec building, 1575 M. High Street in Hillsboro, 11;20a.m. -
1:00p.m. Lunch will be served. The program includes preserr
tations from Ohio Department of Development Workforce and
Talent Division covering a nurmber of new programs targeted
toward getting displaced workers back into  employrment.
These programs offer training assidance to employers and
cover & variety of empliyment scenarios that could bernefit
YO COMTEEn.

Flease plan to attend Manufacturing Council and REYF tothe

March 3, 11:30&.m. - 1:00p.m &t the Municipal Building
ifn the Mover Room, 69 N, South Street in Wilmington.
The program topic is Eves in the Workplace, For reser-
wations or more information, contact the Chamber 393-
1111.

Working to Provide a
Safe Environment for
AlLL Employees
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Flease plan to attend Manufacturing Council and REYF tothe
Charmber office at 393-1111 soowe'll know to expect you.

Upcoming Events:

American Red Cross, Clinton & Highland County Heroes
Awards Breakfast -Wednesday, March 24th & the Roberts
Centre, Wilmington, For tickets or details call Kelley Rolr
hins at (937 382-0083,

Hillshoro High School, Frepare Foryour Career Fair -
Tuesday, March 30th, 9:00—10:15a.m. Contact Marilyn
Mathews at 393-4417, ext. 1313 or email mimat hewsghcs-
k12 0rg if you can share career information with HHS fresh-
manfsophomaore students

Unsure About Chamber Sponsorship?
Just Call And Ask

Cwver the past few months, we have received calls from
mary Chamber members asking ifwe are warking with aut-
side companies to develop maps, guides, directories, refric
erator magrets, ete. It seems there have heen mary sales
calls asking far adv ertising dollarsto support these projects.

The answer is MO, the Chamber has nat endarsed arme out-
side programs that would reguire an investment on wour
part. If you get a solicitation for adv ertising inthese public s
tions please under gand that they are not Charmber projects
and do not benefit the Charmber in any way, Furthermore,
please ask specfic gquestions about the scope of the pro-
ject, and digribgtion of the materials to be certain yaur ir
vestment actually benefits ywour business.

If wou ever have questions, please call the Charmber we'll
he hapme to 1et you know it we're a part of a program that
weill e lp you promote your busine sd

Safe Environment for
AlLL Employees

GLINTOM

Save the Date:
"Let's Do Lunch"

The wormen's diversity program, "Let's Do Lunch® spring
event will be Friday, May Tth, 11 30a.m—1:00p.m. at
Southern State Community College in Hillshoro.
Sponsared by the Charrber, Fifth Third Bank and
Sowthern State Community College Foundation,
"Let's Do Lunch" begins the third year of providing ere
tettaining, educational programs - and a areat lunch - far
warmien fram all over Highland Cournty.

For mare inforration on this exciting program, call the
Chamber at 393-1111, and ask to be put on the "Let's
O Lunch" rrailing list.

Welcome to the Newest Investors
in the
Highland County Chamber of Commerce

DeSha Co., LLC, 1010 Jefferson Street in Greenfield is a
management, services compary that also ownsfoperates
the Subweay Regaurart in Greenfield and a B8 unit mini
storage facilty. DeSha, LLC is awned by Shari Rovse —
Bellar and Debra Crago and can be reackhed by calling
(937 931-3556,

Warren Furniture, located 2t 1583 M. High Street in Hills
horo, is a full service furniture and bedding retailer and
authorized dealer for Laz-boy, Brovhill and SERTA since
1983, Contact Wamen Fumiture at (9237 383-6820 and
let Rick Pitzer and his sales team help you with your furni
ture needs.

A - Electrical and Construction, LLC, 5035 Morth Fork
Road, Hillshoro is owened by Tormy Frve and Mike W organ.
A - Electrical and Construction can handle residential
electrical, plurbing and home improvermernts as well as
cammercial wark and trenching needs. Call {937 763
9764 to talk to Tony and Mike abodt wour job reduire-
ments.
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Business Connections Make All the Difference

Howw do you define ‘netwarking™ The Merriam - Wehster dictionary defines it as "the exchange of information ar services
amang individuals, groups, or instittions” which is how most of us vieww networking on a broad lewvel Personally, | like this
definition hetter, "the introduction of people with caomman interests to each other” hecause it has a more profound outcame.
Wall "Famaous" Amas perhaps said it best, "l traly believe, when all is said and done, netwarking is just anather way of say-

ing, ‘people helping people'.

Authar Ken Erdman, Mebaork o Way bo Sueceas, taught us that people are looking for six types of connections in their
nEtwiork s

1. The Pros - They help you get everyday tasks done efficienthy and at good prices. You need these services on a regular
hasis and these people are anchors in your datahase. At times, you're in need of a new pro to replace someone or you
hawe new regular needs soyvou're anthe ook out to meet the hest ones available.

2. The Librarians - Y'ouU can ask them amething since they abvays seemta have the answers! They arevad storehauses of
knrwdedoe and are mutifaceted people. Librarians are diverse readers of books, trade journals, magagines, newsps-
pers, etc. They love challenges Ak thern a gquedtion and they'll go ot of their waay to get your ansswer, even by access
ing other resources or experts in their network, And do all of this for the sheer joy of helping others with no personal
agenda attached.

3. Mentors - They are mare successful than you ar hawe skill sets and knowledoe you need. They set a standard for you
personally or professionally. They take a wested interes in ywour success and can be called upon for gpecial needs or
introductions to athers. They teach you how to navigate the waters and often share success secretsyou never learned in
school or through reading baaks Mentars believe in cultivating their replacements and don't act asvaur compettors by
holding back kowledge or contacts.

4, Superknots - o could not get along without therm because they are very special friends who can seemingh get youin
frant of everyone wha's worth knowing. They are seen asthe 'super - networkers.' They grant mamy favors, have lang
rmematies, and will redeem those favorswhen needed.

4 Advocates - They are your evangelids and they tell evenyane they know to by from you, They act as yvour disciples
hecauss they lowe what wau offer and promote yaou without ary kick-backs or agendas. Advocates like and resgpect you
and they're willing to tell others what they think about you, This kind of promotion can't be bought and is priceless!

G, Tomomows - YoU haven't met these peapleyet andthey are future connectionsthat should ke it your netaar, Yoo wil
meet them by chance unexpectedly at events or through existing connections A soon asyou meet themyou recognize
their wort b and swart to keep them inyodr networ,

Start your newy vear grand by imvesing in yvour nebwos and taking time ta huild an other's netaarks. Yoo newver know what
doors you'll open or where they might lead. Leverage the power of people and realize that relationship economics is better
than money in the bank! Hapme Metwarking!! - Hight Performance Grodgp, 2009

What kind of connections are you making to promate and g yaur business? What kind of & netwarker are yaou far other
husinesses? Take advantage of every oppoartunity to srengthen our local econamy every dayl

Calendar of Events - March 2010

March 3 - HFC Safety Council, 11:20a.m. - Clinton County, Municipal Building,
Moyer Room, 69 M. South Street, Wilmington
March 3 - HC Manufacturing Council - HiTec, Hillsboro, 11:20 - 1:00p.m .
March 11 - Chamber Executive Committee meeting - 2:00a.m., Chamber office
March 15 - Grant VWWnting Workshop - 10:00a.m. - 12:00p.m.,
Hi Tec Center, 1575 M. High St Hillsboro
March 18 - Business After Hours - Mini Trade Show - 5-7p.m |
HC Family YMCA 200 Diamond Dnve, Hillsboro
March 25 - HC Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors meeting - 8:00a.m.,
Hi Tec Center, 1575 M. High St Hillsboro
March 31 - HFC Safety Council - Ohio Safety Congress, Columbus
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